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Title: Betrayed Blacksmith, The (#002) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1130L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Paraphrasing, Summarizing, Making Inferences 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: A workplace accident might instead be sabotage. 
 
 

Title: Broken Leg, The (#004) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 920L 
Pages: 3 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Summarizing 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: Girl is attacked during cheerleading practice. 
 
 

Title: Broken Bottles, The (#003) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 940L 
Pages: 5 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Making Inferences, Drawing Conclusions 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: Girl's bottle tree is vandalized. 
 
 

Title: Basement Nerds, The (#001) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1040L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Paraphrasing, Summarizing 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Money has gone missing from a mother's purse. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Title: Easter Day Kiss, The (#007) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1170L 
Pages: 3 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Making Inferences, Reading With Purpose  
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: One of her friends has betrayed her. 
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Title: Destroyed Toy, The (#006) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 890L 
Pages: 3 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Making Inferences, Reading With Purpose 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: Wealthy man's childhood toy is shredded. 
 
 

Title: Dead Dragon, The (#005) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1000L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Paraphrasing, Drawing Conclusions 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Rare dragon is found deceased in the kingdom. 
 
 

Title: Forgotten Forest, The (#008) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 580L, 810L, 1020L 
Pages: 50 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Summarizing, Making Inferences, Paraphrasing 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Someone is illegally harvesting protected plants. 
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Title: Gunshot Gangster, The (#009) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1250L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Making Inferences 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Gangster barely survives being shot in an alley. 
 
 

Title: Headless Snowman, The (#011) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1140L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Paraphrasing, Making Inferences 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Young boy's snowman is demolished. 
 
 
Title: Jetpack Catastrophe, The (#012) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 500L, 850L, 1100L 
Pages: 50 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Making Inferences 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Inventor's flight device is sabotaged. 
 
 

Title: Haunted Graveyard, The (#010) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1100L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Summarizing 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: A cemetery is vandalized at night. 
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Title: Last Easter Egg, The (#013) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 990L 
Pages: 3 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Summarizing, Reading With Purpose 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: The last remaining egg of the season is broken. 
 
 

Title: Missing Pooch, The (#015) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 510L, 780L, 1070L 
Pages: 48 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Summarizing, Paraphrasing, Predicting 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Wealthy widow's pet dog has vanished. 
 
 
Title: Naughty Note, The (#016) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 780L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Making Inferences, Summarizing 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Someone slipped a rude note to the teacher. 
 
 

Title: Missing Candy, The (#014) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1040L 
Pages: 3 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Making Inferences 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: Expensive candy is stolen from an actress. 
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Title: Near Collision, The (#017) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 950L 
Pages: 3 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Predicting, Summarizing 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: Spaceship nearly collides with asteroid. 
 
 

Title: Pilfered Potion, The (#019) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1180L 
Pages: 3 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Making Inferences, Predicting 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: Medicine is stolen from physician's office. 
 
 
Title: Poisonous Party, The (#020) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1060L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Reading With Purpose, Drawing Conclusions 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Man is poisoned during a dinner party. 
 
 

Title: Night Market, The (#018) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 900L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Summarizing, Paraphrasing 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Priceless jewelry is stolen from a bazaar. 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Mason Education - 6 
 
© 

Index The Mysteries Collection 

Title: Snoozing Bunny, The (#023) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1200L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Drawing Conclusions, Predicting 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: The Easter Bunny sleeps through the season. 
 
 
Title: Splintered Bat, The (#024) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 1090L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Paraphrasing, Reading With Purpose 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Minor League ball player accused of cheating. 
 
 

Title: Slain Sandcastle, The (#022) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 940L 
Pages: 12 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Making Inferences, Summarizing 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: First Person 
Synopsis: Kids' sandcastle is destroyed. 
 
 

Title: Replacement Bunny, The (#021) 
Type: Mystery Case 
R-Level: 870L 
Pages: 3 
CCSS: RL1, RL2, RL3, RL10, W1, W4, W9, W10 
Skills: Paraphrasing, Making Inferences 
Genre: Mystery 
Perspective: Third Person 
Synopsis: Someone must fill in for E.B. this Easter. 
 
 



The Case of the Missing Pooch 
 

A woman's beloved pet dog has gone missing. Foul play is suspected. 

Do you think you can solve the case? Carefully read the enclosed file, 

identify the clues, and ultimately decide Whodunnit. 
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Dear Detective, 
 
We need your help to solve a mystery. Your assignment is to look over a 
case that was already investigated, but has since gone cold. As always, I 
expect you to use your intellect to find clues other detectives missed. 
 
For this case, our client is Mrs. Abigail Winchell. She is a wealthy, elderly 
woman whom has hired us in the past. Recently, her beloved pet dog, 
Moxie, vanished without a trace. Of course, when she realized the mutt 
was missing, she called the police for help. But, they were unable to solve 
the case. That's why she's come to us. 
 
As an analyst detective on this case, you are to review the enclosed report. 
It was written by police detectives, during the course of their weeklong 
investigation. After you have absorbed the information, compose a brief 
evaluation to identify the suspect you think is guilty, and explain why. To 
back up your choice, be sure to use actual details from the case file. Your 
findings will help point our field detectives in the right direction, as they 
work to solve this case on the ground. 
  
I'm hopeful you'll correctly conclude Whodunnit. 
 
Good Sleuthing, 
 
J. Alexander Gumshoe 
Founding Investigator 
The Whodunnit? Detective Agency 
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Winchell Investigation: Day 1 
 
Early this morning, my partner and I answered a missing canine call from 
an upscale part of town. We're talking mansions. Abigail Winchell is the 
owner of both the enormous house in the neighborhood, and the newly 
vanished dog—Moxie. She seemed rather frazzled, but could still speak 
clearly. She informed us her only pet had been missing since yesterday 
evening. "I let her out to play around 5:00 PM, and then went to check on 
her about an hour or so later," said Mrs. Winchell. "However, she did not 
respond to me calling her name." Upon realizing the pooch wasn't playing 
in her backyard, as usual, Mrs. Winchell searched the property. Yet, she 
could not locate Moxie. Officer Billings and I went ahead with our own 
search of the grounds. Likewise, we couldn't find the treasured pet—which 
should have been easy to spot. This is because it turns out Moxie is an 
unusual mix of several dog breeds. She has a genetic mutation that gives 
her bright red fur. According to her owner, Moxie is one of only three 
dogs in the world to have ever been born with this coloring. Mrs. Winchell 
gave us a picture of Moxie. I've never seen a dog quite like her. 
 
After our search, we spoke a bit more with Mrs. Winchell. We asked if she 
thought Moxie might have run away. "Moxie would never stray from the 
house," said Mrs. Winchell. "In fact, she wouldn't even go into the front 
yard. Traffic from the street always scared her." Mrs. Winchell also let us 
know that she has checked the local animal shelter for Moxie, every day. 
But, so far, her pet has not shown up. 
 
As our questioning continued, Mrs. Winchell showed us to a screened-in 
porch on the mansion's south side. It's where Moxie rested and ate. We 
saw water/food dishes, a puffy pillow on which Moxie typically slept, and 
various play toys strewn about the space. Officer Billings noticed bits of 
soil on Moxie's cushion, which we collected as evidence. Moxie's food dish 
had been tipped over. Some pieces of her dog food had been squished, 
as if someone stepped on them. 
 
Finally, we asked Mrs. Winchell to identify people who had access to her 
property on the day that Moxie went missing, or might want to harm the 
dog. A few persons of interest came to mind. 
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Firstly, she reported that her groundskeeper, Herbert Ellis, was on duty. 
He spends lots of time tending to her garden of thorny rose bushes. He 
complained often about Moxie digging up his plants. 
 
In addition, Mrs. Winchell allows her next door neighbor, Amy Greenleaf, 
to take nature walks on the property—being that it's over ten acres in size. 
During one such trek, the woman was allegedly attacked, and bitten, by 
the dog. Ouch. 
 
Next, Mrs. Winchell's personal chef, Ricky Vargas, cooked her meal that 
night. Moxie has often stolen food from his kitchen. This would always 
make him very angry. He frequently asked that the dog be leashed, at all 
times. But, Mrs. Winchell had steadfastly refused to do so. 
 
Then, there is Mrs. Winchell's grown son, Dalton Winchell III. He was to 
have been her dinner guest that night. However, he cancelled at the last 
moment. She feels he is jealous of her relationship with Moxie. 
 
Lastly, there's Emma Teller—a young girl who was hired to take Moxie on 
hour-long walks each afternoon. Yet, the day before the dog vanished, she 
quit her job without saying why. 
 
Officer Billings and I spent the rest of the day playing ping pong—back at 
the station. Our game ended with him angrily slamming his paddle down 
on the ground, and breaking it, when I won. What a sore loser.  
 
Anyway, we'll start looking into each of these suspects tomorrow. 
 
Gregory Baskin, First Sergeant 
Springfield Police 
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Winchell Investigation: Day 2 
 
Today, First Sergeant Baskin and I began interviewing the suspects in 
this case. Each person we questioned had access to the Winchell Estate on 
the day Moxie vanished. So, at 11:00 AM, we started there. First on our 
list was chef Ricky Vargas. He admitted Moxie would often sneak into his 
kitchen, and steal food. He sure isn't fond of the dog. He openly referred 
to Moxie as a "dirty animal." Of course, Mr. Vargas says he never speaks 
that way in front of Mrs. Winchell. As such, he asked that we not tell her 
his true feelings. Mr. Vargas also talked at length about his job. He does 
all the grocery shopping for Mrs. Winchell—using his own funds. Then, she 
pays him back at a later date. We asked Mr. Vargas if he had seen the dog 
on the day in question. "I saw Moxie several times," he said, "but not after 
the gardener left for the day." We ended our chat by eating meatball 
sandwiches Ricky prepared. They were super tasty. The brown stains on 
my shirt prove it. 
 
At 12:30 PM, we visited Mrs. Winchell's neighbor, Amy Greenleaf. When 
we identified ourselves, and explained why we were there, she slammed 
the door right in our faces. That wasn't very nice. We will give her the rest 
of the day to cool down. If she still refuses to cooperate tomorrow, we will 
take her into custody for questioning. 
 
Just after 2:00 PM, we met up with the victim's son, Dalton Winchell III. He 
was shooting hoops, on the indoor basketball court, at his home. Lucky 
dude. First Sergeant Baskin embarrassed himself by challenging the guy to 
a game of one-on-one, and then losing badly. After that, our host finally 
agreed to talk with us about his mother's missing pet. He informed us that 
he cancelled dinner plans with his mom to stay late at work. Beyond that, 
Mr. Winchell had little else to say. He is a currently senior vice president at 
Winchell Enterprises—a computer programming company his late father 
founded. They create applications that remove viruses from computers. 
We will see what we can do about verifying his alibi. 
 
Locating Emma Teller is more difficult than we imagined. We visited her 
apartment complex this afternoon. There, we spoke with her roommate, 
Lisa Kincaid. Both girls are fresh out of high school. They work part-time 
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jobs, while enrolled in college courses. "Emma hasn't been home in a few 
days," Lisa said. "She took off to go camping at Lake Fullafish. It's north 
of here. She said something about needing to lay low for a while. But, 
Emma is always trying to find some new exotic animal. Selling them is sort 
of a side job for her. People pay big bucks for rare creatures. So, I think 
she's really up there to find these glowing frogs she had been blabbing 
about for weeks." Lisa provided us with Emma's cell phone number. No 
answer, but we left a voicemail. Hopefully, she will call us back sooner, 
rather than later. 
 
We ended our investigation for the day by circling back to speak with 
Herbert Ellis, the gardener, at around 5:15 PM. He wasn't yet on duty at 
the Winchell Mansion when we were there earlier. Mr. Ellis described his 
typical work day. He also gave us a quick tour of the groundskeeper's 
outbuilding. Everything seemed on the up and up. However, during the 
conversation, we observed scratches on the suspect's arms. He swiftly 
covered them with his work gloves. So, we confiscated them as evidence. 
As for Moxie, Mr. Ellis claims to not have seen her on the day she went 
missing. That's odd. Mrs. Winchell told us Moxie played outside often. So, 
wouldn't the gardener have seen her at least once that day? 
 
Bernard Billings, Officer 
Springfield Police 
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Winchell Investigation: Day 3 
 
Since there was a hostile witness involved, I decided to do the questioning 
of Amy Greenleaf. She was taken into custody at 8:00 AM, while wearing 
her pajamas. From the start, Miss Greenleaf seemed agitated. In fact, she 
became furious when I merely spoke Mrs. Winchell's name. To calm her 
down, I steered our talk in another direction. I asked about her love of 
nature walking. She admitted taking strolls through the Winchell property, 
as it is large and well-groomed. Miss Greenleaf explained she previously 
took these treks about once a week. Yet, she is certain that she enjoyed 
no such stroll on the evening of Moxie's disappearance. Eventually, I asked 
Miss Greenleaf why she became so easily upset at the mere mention of 
Mrs. Winchell. After some careful prodding, she confessed they had been 
bickering over medical bills. As Miss Greenleaf tells it, Moxie had bitten 
her on the leg during one of her nature walks last month. Because of this, 
she had to be rushed to the hospital. According to her, Mrs. Winchell 
agreed to pay for the cost of the attack, but has not yet done so. Miss 
Greenleaf noted that she hasn't set foot on Mrs. Winchell's property since 
Moxie chomped her. She fears another attack. I verified her injury by 
physically examining the large scar on Miss Greenleaf's leg. I also phoned 
the physician who treated her at Sick No More Medical Center. To finish, 
I asked Miss Greenleaf if she had seen anything suspicious in the area the 
night Moxie vanished. "I heard screeching tires, at dusk," she said. "When 
I looked out my window, I saw a dark car speeding away. But, it was likely 
just a dumb kid driving too fast. They think that's cool." 
 
Milton Chambers, Senior Detective 
Springfield Police 
 
While Amy Greenleaf was interviewed, Officer Billings and I executed a 
search warrant on her residence. Her door-slamming behavior the prior 
day was very alarming and suspicious. So, we decided to not take chances. 
We wanted to see if Moxie might be on the premises. But, mostly what we 
found was bad decorating. Beyond that, a pair of Miss Greenleaf's running 
shoes caught our attention. They had some kind of smelly, brown stuff 
caked on the treads. Because it was still slightly moist, we concluded it 
had been stepped on recently. So, we collected a sample for our crime lab 
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to analyze. They'll tell us if it matches any material found at the Winchell 
residence. We didn't see any signs that Mrs. Winchell's dog had been at 
the Greenleaf home. If she has Moxie, she's keeping her elsewhere. 
 
We still haven't heard back from Emma Teller. Another call to her phone 
went straight to voicemail. So, it seems her device is still turned off. We'll 
have to find another way to contact her. 
 
At a little past 4:30 PM tonight, we took a phone call from Mrs. Winchell. 
She reported that she had just caught Ricky Vargas trying to clean up the 
mess on the back porch—where Moxie slept and ate. Mrs. Winchell says 
she ordered him to stop interfering with a crime scene. She said he did as 
he was told—muttering as he sulked away. 
 
Gregory Baskin, First Sergeant 
Springfield Police 
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Winchell Investigation: Day 4 
 
This was a day of test results and hard evidence in this case. According to 
our crime lab, there are bits of soil on the work gloves of Herbert Ellis that 
match those found on Moxie's pillow. This might be important, but we're 
not certain. 
 
Next, we viewed the video footage from the security cameras at Winchell 
Enterprises. The idea was to confirm Dalton Winchell III's alibi for the night 
of Moxie's disappearance—when he was supposed to have been eating 
dinner with his mother. Yet, there is a thirty minute span he is not seen on 
camera, prior to the time Moxie was noticed missing. Of course, we asked 
Mr. Winchell about this. He claims to have been in the company bathroom 
during this entire period. "I went to Tacopalooza for lunch, and ate too 
many fully-loaded tacos," noted Mr. Winchell. Tacopalooza is the world's 
biggest annual festival of all things taco. I'm totally bummed that Billings 
and I couldn't go. Anyway, we naturally wondered how long it would take 
us to drive from Winchell Enterprises, to Mrs. Winchell's house, and return. 
We made the drive in 43 minutes, 57 seconds. Of course, that was going 
the speed limit in our squad car. Mr. Winchell, on the other hand, drives a 
black, Z-Coupe sports car. However, the security video for the parking lot 
at Winchell Enterprises was corrupted somehow. It will not play on our 
computer systems. Just our luck. That means we have no way to know 
when Mr. Winchell's car arrived, or left, on that day. 
 
The tests also came back on Amy Greenleaf's shoes. The brown gunk on 
the soles is dried dog food. Yet, given its condition, we could not tell if it's 
the same food Moxie usually eats. We called Miss Greenleaf to ask her 
how dog food ended-up on her sneakers. After some silence, she recalled 
an argument between her and Mrs. Winchell, at the Winchell Mansion, on 
the day before Moxie's vanishing. Miss Greenleaf's guess is that she could 
have stepped on some of the dog's food at that time. This conflicts with 
her prior statements. She explained earlier that she hadn't set foot on Mrs. 
Winchell's property since Moxie attacked her. For Mrs. Winchell's part, she 
cannot remember when, or where, her last argument with Amy Greenleaf 
happened. "There have been so many," she said. "She's a nasty woman. I 
think she provoked Moxie that day. So, I'm not giving her a dime." 
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In the afternoon, Officer Billings and I made the over three hour drive up 
to Lake Fullafish. Our plan was to do some kayaking. Then, maybe try to 
locate Emma Teller. Fortunately for our investigation (although not our 
kayaking), the lake was more like a pond. As such, it wasn't too difficult to 
track Miss Teller down. She was up to her knees in mud—with a frog in 
each hand. Officer Billings and I were soaking wet. We had just tipped our 
kayak over for the umpteenth time. To say Miss Teller was surprised, when 
we identified ourselves as police, would be an understatement. Not only 
did her complexion turn pale, but she dropped both frogs. "You're free!" I 
thought, as they quickly hopped away. 
 
We began by asking Miss Teller why she resigned her dog walking gig so 
suddenly. "It was too much time, for too little pay," she said. "Even when I 
walked several dogs from the neighborhood at once, it's nothing like the 
moolah I earn selling…" We finished her sentence by saying the phrase 
"exotic animals." Her reply was, "That's illegal. I don't know what you're 
talking about." After that, we asked her if she knew Moxie was missing. 
For some reason, this let the color to return to her face. "That's what 
you're here about? No, I didn't know that. It's been over a week since I 
last walked her." 
 
The rest of our conversation with Emma didn't result in the learning of any 
vital information. Yet, she did take a moment away from her frog-finding 
task to show us her campsite. No sign of Moxie. We also verified her 
camping permit. The date and time stamp suggest it was purchased from 
the park ranger's station, at 4:30 PM, on the day Moxie disappeared. 
 
Gregory Baskin, First Sergeant 
Springfield Police 
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Winchell Investigation: Day 5 
 
At 11:00 AM today, we received the financial records requested for the 
suspects in this case. Amy Greenleaf is telling the truth about her money 
woes. She has expensive, unpaid medical bills. Being bitten by Moxie was 
costly. To date, Mrs. Winchell hasn't paid any of them, as Miss Greenleaf 
claims she promised to do. Because of this, Miss Greenleaf harbors ill will 
toward Mrs. Winchell, and her pet. 
 
As for Ricky Vargas, we checked his credit card statements. One purchase 
really stood out. He bought dog treats from Puppy Food Express. This 
company delivers heavy bags of the yummy stuff directly to customers. 
Yet, Vargas doesn't own a single pet. 
 
Turning our attention to Dalton Winchell III, we now know that he is in 
major financial trouble. He has made a series of bad investments. Due to 
that, he is about to lose his house, plus his share of Winchell Enterprises, 
to debt collectors. Because his need for money is great, he has tried to 
take out loans against an anticipated inheritance from his mother. But, 
we've learned that he's been turned down by his bank repeatedly. Mrs. 
Winchell's last will and testament gives nearly all of her immense wealth to 
Moxie, if the animal is still alive when she dies. It would leave her son with 
zilch. The bank won't take that risk. 
 
The monetary records of Herbert Ellis show that he is a little behind on his 
loan payments for a dark blue Shevy Cruzer truck. There is nothing else 
worth noting about his finances. 
 
Being that Emma Teller is so young, she barely has a credit history. She is 
living the paycheck-to-paycheck existence that a lot of young adults do. 
The selling of rare animals must not pay too well. But, we did start to 
wonder more about it. How does someone sell animals on the black 
market? We did some digging, and found a cell phone application called 
Animal Exchange. It's a community of people looking to buy and sell all 
kinds of strange creatures. One post stood out to us immediately. It was 
written merely a few days before Moxie went missing, by the username 
Dawgwlkr. "Can anyone tell me how much scratch a person could get for 
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a two year old mixed breed pup with the Crimsonia-X1 gene mutation?" 
That's the official name for the condition that makes Moxie's fur bright red 
in color. There are a lot of replies from rare animal enthusiasts on the app. 
Many users estimated the possibility of getting a high six figures for such a 
dog. Others offered to buy the animal right away. First Sergeant Baskin 
and I tried to register for an account. But, our sign-up is pending. It seems 
Animal Exchange has a lengthy review process before allowing a new user 
access. So, that's a bust. For now, we don't have a way to identify, or talk 
to, any of these people. 
 
Bernard Billings, Officer 
Springfield Police 
 
At this point, we must classify Moxie's disappearance as a cold case. We 
have been told to move on to other assignments. It's unfortunate, but the 
resources of our department are stretched too thin to keep focusing on a 
missing mutt case any longer. Of course, Mrs. Winchell was not pleased 
with this development. She's determined to find her cherished pet. It looks 
like, moving forward, she will continue searching for Moxie with the help 
of private investigators. Hopefully, another detective can figure this mess 
out. Until that happens, Moxie's fate will remain unknown. 
 
Gregory Baskin, First Sergeant 
Springfield Police 
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After carefully reviewing the details of this case, I conclude that… 
 
       Herbert Ellis 
 
       Amy Greenleaf 
 
       Ricky Vargas 
 
       Dalton Winchell 
 
       Emma Teller 
 
…is the suspect responsible for Moxie's disappearance. I base my findings 
on the following clues and information from the case file: 
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For Immediate Release: 
 
After a careful study of the case file, by our investigators, The Whodunnit? 
Detective Agency can now report The Case of the Missing Pooch has been 
solved. We've concluded the party responsible for Moxie's disappearance 
is Dalton Winchell III—the victim's only son. A short time ago, he was 
questioned by police. During the interrogation, he admitted taking Moxie. 
His full confession follows. 
 
"I, Dalton Winchell III, hereby admit to dognapping Moxie—a pet owned 
by my mother, Abigail Winchell. On that day, I cancelled our dinner plans. 
That way, I could say I was elsewhere when Moxie went missing. Over the 
past week, I practiced driving different routes to my mother's house. That 
night, I used the fastest one. I made it to my mom's house, and back to my 
place of work, in less than thirty minutes. Since Moxie and I always got 
along well, she didn't make a peep when I deftly scaled the high hedges in 
the backyard. Once there, I attached a leash to her collar, and guided her 
through a rear gate. Then, I returned to Winchell Enterprises as fast as 
possible. I had corrupted the digital file for the parking lot video with a 
powerful virus. No one would be able to tell when I came and left that day. 
With Moxie still in my car, I removed her tags and collar. I had to make 
sure her owner couldn't be identified. The next morning, I delivered her to 
an animal shelter in a neighboring county. I knew it would be unlikely my 
mom would check if Moxie had been caught as a stray so far away. The 
Unloved Pets Animal Sanctuary is where you can find my mother's dog. 
Please know that I usually don't do bad things. I really don't! I was just so 
upset to learn I had been written out of the family estate. I apologize for 
my actions. Mother! Please forgive me!" 
 
There were many clues that pointed to Mr. Winchell being the culprit. 
First, he had the most to gain. With the dog gone, he would inherit his 
mother's fortune, instead of Moxie. In addition, it was very suspicious that 
he cancelled dinner with his mother the same evening Moxie vanished. It 
was also not possible to verify his alibi—because of the corrupted security 
video from the parking lot of Winchell Enterprises. What's more, due to 
the nature of the company's business, Mr. Winchell likely had the expertise 
to make sure it was damaged. Also, he owns a dark colored car—just like 
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the one Mrs. Winchell's neighbor witnessed speeding from the scene, on 
the night Moxie was abducted. 
 
Of course, our detectives considered other suspects. Herbert Ellis was a 
person of interest. He did not like that Moxie dug up his plants. Plus, he 
had scratches on his arms—suggesting he may have gotten into it with 
Moxie. But, Mr. Ellis works with thorny rose bushes. That is the far likelier 
explanation for the state of his arms. Yes, the soil particles on Moxie's 
pillow matched those found on the gardener's gloves. However, he works 
in the same soil in which Moxie plays. Mr. Ellis also drives a dark colored 
vehicle. Yet, it was a car reported speeding away—not a truck. 
 
Chef Ricky Vargas was another obvious suspect. He was furious that Moxie 
would steal food from his kitchen. He also bought dog food, even though 
he doesn't have any pets. However, Mrs. Winchell often had Mr. Vargas 
do her shopping with his money, and then paid him back. 
 
Amy Greenleaf certainly had a reason to dislike Mrs. Winchell, and her 
dog. After all, we confirmed that she was bitten by the animal. Not only 
that, but Mrs. Winchell now refuses to pay the resulting medical bills. In 
addition, pieces of dog food were found on Miss Greenleaf's sneakers. 
Thus, it seemed plausible she stepped on it while taking Moxie from the 
porch—even though she claims it happened during an argument with Mrs. 
Winchell. Yet, due to the attack, Miss Greenleaf is afraid of Moxie. So, it's 
unlikely she would willingly get close enough to do anything. 
 
Finally, we looked at former dog walker Emma Teller. It was peculiar that 
she quit her job the day before Moxie went missing. It's stranger still that 
Moxie just happens to be a rare animal, while Emma sells them to make 
money. She even appears to have inquired about how much she could 
make by selling Moxie on the black market. However, her camping permit 
shows she was more than a three hour drive away, much too close to the 
time at which Moxie went missing. 
 
Mr. E. Solver 
Director of Communications 
The Whodunnit? Detective Agency 
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 Quick Teaching Guide 
Step 1: 

The basic premise of each Whodunnit? Mystery is that your students are 
role-playing as "analyst detectives." In this role, they are to analyze a first-
person narrative, in the form of a fictional investigation report, and try to 
conclude which suspect is the culprit. So, the first step is to actually give the 
case file to your students, and allow them some time to read it. 

You can print and give your students the case file in paper form, or instruct 
them to open the PDF on any computing device, and read it in digital form. 

Before you distribute the case file, you may wish to sort of "set the scene," if 
you will, by telling your students that "The Whodunnit? Detective Agency" 
needs their help with an important case. How much theater you put into this 
preface, and how much you play along, versus openly admitting the case is 
fictional, is entirely up to you. Yet, because included with each case file is an 
introductory letter that explains the students' roles anyway, you shouldn't 
have to do too much to get your kids started. 

In terms of reading timeline, you have a few options. The first is to allow 
your students class time to read the entire case file in one sitting. Another 
idea is to assign it as homework. Alternatively, because each case file 
consists of a 5-day investigation, you can also elect to break-up the reading 
over the course of a school week—assigning your students a new day of the 
report, well, every day. 

 

Step 2: 

After your students have digested the case file, I always suggest you allow 
them time to discuss it in small groups, or even as a whole class, with you, as 
the teacher, directing the discussion. You'll find that this part can be a lot of 
fun, as many of your students will have strong opinions about which suspect 

 



they think is the culprit. Heated arguments, and disagreements, are not 
uncommon. This is because each Whodunnit? Mystery is written in a way 
that any of the suspects could be rationally argued as being the culprit. 

As your students discuss the details of each case, I recommend you always 
prompt them to verify their claims with actual excerpts from the text. This 
will consistently reinforce the power of reading with purpose in your 
students—which is a wonderful skill for each student to improve upon. 

Of course, this period of oral discussion, though beneficial, is optional. If 
you elect to do it, how you organize it will depend a lot upon how your 
students work best together. A fun tactic I like to use with my students is to 
take a quick poll as to how many of them believe which suspect is the 
culprit, before the discussion begins, and then retake the poll after the 
discussion, to see how beliefs have changed. It's always interesting to see the 
power of persuasion play out among my students, in real time. 

 

Step 3: 

As analyst detectives, and "employees" of a detective agency, your students 
must provide an analysis in written form via their "case evaluation." Each 
mystery comes with a standard evaluation form. After all, part of being a 
detective is paperwork. Ha. Each time you use a Whodunnit? Mystery with 
your students, simply assign them to complete the evaluation, either by 
hand in printed form, or by typing directly into the PDF on their screens, 
saving it, and then sending it to you for review as the "supervising detective." 
You can also allow your students to write an evaluation using their word 
processor of choice, or even type it directly into an email and send it to you, 
if you have more of a paperless classroom. 

Whether you elect to grade, or give academic credit, for a student's written 
case evaluation is up to you. If you do so, the case resolution included with 
every mystery outlines the various, logical arguments that can be made to 
either implicate, or exonerate, the suspects. So, if you are giving a grade, you 
will likely want to base it, at least somewhat objectively on how many logical 
conclusions the student made. The resolution is also valuable for leading 
oral discussion with your students, as it helps to ensure that, as the teacher, 
you know everything. Hehe. 

For years, the simple and easy way I have graded student case evaluations is 
by using the following bifurcated scale that balances reasoning with suspect 
selection: Logical reasoning + correct suspect = A;  Logical reasoning + 



incorrect suspect = B; Faulty reasoning + correct suspect = C; Faulty 
reasoning + incorrect suspect = D; Poor participation = F. 

 

Step 4: 

After discussion, and written evaluation, it is time to present your students 
with the "case resolution." Depending on the specific mystery, this will be in 
the form of a suspect confession, news article, or other update from the 
agency, that informs the student of the culprit's identity. Your students 
finding out if they were right, or not, is the payoff that makes Whodunnit? 
Mysteries such captivating reading assignments. 

As such, be sure to not accidentally give out the resolution, along with the 
case file, at the outset of the assignment. Otherwise, your students will be 
done, before they even begin. Eeek! 

 

Step 5: 

Repeat steps 1 to 4 with a new mystery. Yay! 

 

Sincerely, 

Joshua Mason – Author, Whodunnit? Mysteries 
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